
BRANCH LINE NEWS INTERNATIONAL 
EXTRA NUMBER 71                                                                                                   DECEMBER 2020 

STEAM IN CHINA 1989 

International Editor: Pete Skelton, 1 rue Traversière, 16450 BEAULIEU SUR SONNETTE, France 
to whom all email contributions should be sent.  Email:  bln-international@branchline.uk 
Postal Contributions should be sent to: Paul Stewart, 4 Clarence Close, MALVERN, WR14 3HX 
Deputy International Editor: Derek Woodward, 68 Church Street, MATLOCK, DE4 3BY 
Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Compilers or of the Society.  

[F80] bŜƛƭ ŀƴŘ ²ŜƴŘȅΩǎ ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ /Ƙƛƴŀ ƛƴ мфуф  
Wendy and I have completed another epic task, scanning and rewriting the diary of our second visit to 
China, this one in 1989.  This trip was organised by Railway Travel and Photography although the 
proprietor and tour leader was taken poorly on arrival into Beijing after the flights from the UK via 
Paris and Islamabad.  As Wendy and I were the only ones to have been to China previously we were 
asked by the Chinese guide to liaise between him and the tour group.  It ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘŀǎƪǎ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 
ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǊŜƳƻǘŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǳǎŜŘ ǎǘŜŀƳ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴǎΦ  Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
help that I caugƘǘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ΨƻŦŦ ǇƛǎǘŜΩ ǘƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƻǳǊǎΣ 
the virus possibly caused by the then Chinese rail travellers lack of hygiene. 

Anyway what we saw was brilliant, the last year I believe of substantial pacific loco haulage possibly 
anywhere in the world except India, steam locos being overhauled and built, wooden bodied trams, in 
fact all things that would become unrecognisable in China a few years later. 

The predominating classes we saw were the 2-10-2 QJ and the 2-8-2 JS which 18 months earlier we 
had seen being built in Datong.  Other classes in service were SL and RM Pacifics, 2-8-2 JF generally for 
shunting, 2-6-2 YJ from the 1960s and 2-8-2 SY, which we saw being built on this trip, both types for 
industrial use.  On the Langxiang Forestry Railway which is a narrow (762 mm) gauge 0-8-0 class C2 
locomotives were in use. 

My notes say we saw around 1300 steam locos in the two weeks, spending our time split between the 
cold North East and the baking mid China.  We covered 6235 kilometres by rail but had one incredibly 
scary internal flight aboard a Y7 propeller aircraft which dropped 305 metres unexpectedly on its 
journey from Beijing to Xian. 

²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ interest e.g. ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƻǊ ǎǘŜŀƳ ǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ railway system being 
used so intensively long before motorways or even tarmac roads became the norm was a joy for any 
rail fan.  /ƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŎŀƴƴŜŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘŜŀŘŀŎƘŜ ōǳǘ L hope 
they are of interest. 

Neil Berry 

ώCумϐ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜ 
Many thanks to Neil and Wendy Berry for sharing these pictures with us and for all the hard work they 
have, obviously, put into preparing and scanning the images to make this Branch Line News 
International Extra possible. 
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Sujiatan Railway Museum, Shenyang   

Japanese built SL7 757 which we believe has since been restored. 28 March 1989 

 
Hunhe Junction near Shenyang   

JS 5138 with SYs 0945 and 1304 inside both ex-works en route to a future on an industrial site. 28 March 1989 



 
Changchun shed  

JF1 2410     29 March 1989 

 
Changchun shed   

A remarkable sight - Locos visible Left to Right are QJs 7078 & 7085, RM 1118, QJs 6890 & 6883.  
29 March 1989 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Changchun Tramway  

30 March 1989 

 
QJ 0001 in the Jilin half roundhouse shed  

It was the prototype built in Dalian in 1956, withdrawn in 1989 and now preserved.  
30 March 1989 

 
 
 
 
 
 


